Ch. 1 Structure

       I. Intro of the Intro Chapter

A. Set up the tension or dilemma that leads to your question. Provide essential facts about your subject and why it is important.
B. State Problem/Question 

C. State your Claim
D.  Briefly explain what you will be doing to prove your claim. Discuss these things in the order you will be doing them.

E. Remind reader of importance of the research: why should we care about your question?  Why do we need to know the answer?

F. Outline the rest of the chapter in a brief paragraph

II. Literature Review and Alternative Explanations

A. Is more than what have others in the field said (or not said) about your question or issues directly related to it

B. Tells the reader what s/he needs to know to understand your paper. What key ideas/issues in the existing literature is shaping your research question and claim?   

· Discuss 3-4 groups of scholars who have worked on your topic.  Label those groups according to their ideas. 

· Be sure to link your discussion about these authors explicitly to your argument and to analyze the literature, not just describe it. How is what you are doing different than what already exists?
C. Be sure to make clear what the alternative arguments to yours are and to say why they are insufficient. Why do we need your thesis?
III.  Research Design and Methods

A. Research Design
1. W/in case? Across case analysis?  Single-case study? Why?

2. For comparisons: why these cases? How are they the same? How are they different? What alternative explanations are you holding constant with this research design? What explanations are varying?
3. Focus on the dependent variable: what is the variation that you are trying to explain? Be sure to tell us.
B. Variables

1. Restate your causal argument. Sometimes a diagram is helpful.

2. Define your dependent and independent variables

3. Explain how you will operationalize them.

· The measurements that you will use and why

C. Data & Methods
1. What sources will you use and why? How will you make the data? 
2. How will you analyze the data? Why?   

D. Limitations of the study

1. No study is perfect – tell us what you are not doing

2. What are you doing  to overcome the limitations that compromise your ability to be certain about the validity of your findings? 

IV.   Contributions

A. What things are you going to tell us that we don’t know yet?  Those things can be theoretical and empirical. 

B.  Road Map: outline the remainder of the project with brief chapter descriptions.

1. you can begin by reiterating the puzzle and your argument 

2. then provide a short description of what each of the remaining chapters will do

Ch. 2 Structure
I. Essential Background

A. Some theses require a short background chapter to give the reader essential information about a topic that is not well-known

1. For example, in a comparative study, Mala Htun wrote a book about family law in Latin America and had a short chapter on family law traditions in the region.

a. note that she did not write a chapter on the history or background of the three countries that she compared.  Instead, that is integrated into the empirical chapters, and is brief.  Cite historians and other experts on this and move on. 

2. In a thesis that has more theory in it, you may need an intervening chapter.  For example, Deborah Yashar conceptualizes citizenship regimes, and in my book, I conceptualize the public sphere.  These chapters are short, they are not descriptive but theoretical, and provide the underpinnings for the analysis. 

II. Empirical Analysis

A. Most theses in politics will not require a background second chapter 

1.  Instead, students will begin their empirical analysis in the second chapter and weave the historical context into the empirical chapters.

2.  If you are doing a comparative analysis, consider arranging your empirical chapters according to theme rather than by your cases.  

a. this facilitates comparison throughout the discussion.  

b. consider using tables to showcase your findings and put them early in the chapter

3. The empirical chapters will follow your analytical framework, detailed in the introduction.  The number of empirical chapters depends on the project. Length is far less important than quality. 

*The most important chapter will be Chapter 1. It will take the longest to write and sets up the analytical framework that guides the rest of the project.  

