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Gender Politics in Africa

This course focuses on the ways social structures and institutions shape gender in sub-Saharan Africa, with an emphasis on the state. It begins with the highly contested conceptions of gender and feminism in Africa. Next, we turn to nationalism and gendered colonial African states. With the success of national liberation movements and the rise of African women’s movements, many African countries liberalized; some became democracies. These political transformations and the spread of a human rights culture meant women in much of Africa won a greater role in politics, the third theme of the course. Their success increased hopes among feminists that the state would attack sexism. Those hopes have yet to be realized, as can be seen from an investigation of the region’s most contemporary pressing problems, including war and gender-based violence, homophobia, and HIV/AIDS. 

Course Requirements.

· Participation, attendance, and careful reading are essential.  

· Grading consists of class participation, group work, and student presentations (25%), 2 analytical essays (40%), and the final research paper (35%).   

· Follow the honor code. If you have a question about plagiarism, ask.  

· Late papers lose 3 points each day for the first two days. Later work will only be accepted as determined by the instructor.

· See the “Assignments” file on Collab under the Syllabus tab for further details on written work and classroom policies.                 
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Required Texts.

Aili Mari Tripp, Isabel Casimiro, Joy Kwesiga and Alice Mungwa, 2008, African Women’s Movements: Changing Political Landscapes, New York: Cambridge University Press.
*In the UVA bookstore under PLCP and WGS 4840, and on reserve in Clemons Library.

Recommended Background Reading.
All students will find this Animated Atlas of African History interesting.
The course presumes students have an introductory knowledge of sub-Saharan Africa, comparative politics, and gender politics. For students unfamiliar with one of these topics, the following readings are recommended: 

Africa:

April A. Gordon and Donald L. Gordon, 2007, Understanding Contemporary Africa, Lynne Rienner Publishers.  


Comparative Politics in Africa:  

Tom Young ed., 2003, Readings in African Politics. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Alex Thomson, 2000, An Introduction to African Politics, Routledge.

Gender Politics:  

Veronique Mottier, 2004, “Feminism and Gender Theory:  The Return of the State,” in Handbook of Political Theory, Gerald Gaus and Chandran Kukathas eds., Sage, pp. 277-288.
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Course Outline.

Class 1 (Jan. 15): Introduction

Discussion of syllabus, assignments, course goals, etc.
In-class video: Radi-Aid
Recommended:

Karen Beckwith, 2010, “Introduction: Comparative Politics and the Logics of a Comparative Politics of Gender,” Perspectives on Politics 8 (1): 159-168. 
Andrea Cornwall, 2005, “Introduction,” in Andrea Cornwall ed., Readings in Gender in Africa, Bloomington: Indiana University Press: 1-19 (collab).
Amina Mama, 2006, “Is it Ethical to Study Africa?” African Studies Review 50 (1): 1-26 (collab).  
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Part I: Debating Feminism and Gender

Class 2 (Jan. 17) Gender and Early African History

What is gender? What is sex? Why does early African history matter today?
Fekri Hassan, 1998, “Toward an Archaeology of Gender in Africa,” in Kent: 261-278 (collab). 

Simon Hall, 1998, “A Consideration of Gender Relations in the Late Iron Age ‘Sotho’ Sequence of the Western Highveld, South Africa,” in Susan Kent ed., Gender in African Prehistory, Walnut Creek, CA:  Alta Mira Press: 235-258 (collab).
Jeff Guy, 1990, “Gender Oppression in Southern Africa’s Precapitalist Societies,” in Cheryl Walker ed., Women and Gender in Southern Africa to 1945, Cape Town:  David Philip: 33-47 (collab). 

Recommended:

Elizabeth Schmidt, 1992. Peasants, Traders and Wives: Shona Women in the History of Zimbabwe, 1870-1939, Portsmouth NH:  Heinemann, Ch. 1.
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Class 3  (Jan. 22): Colonialism and Women’s Power

How did colonialism affect women’s political power in Africa?

Judith Van Allen, 1972, “’Sitting on a man’: Colonialism and the Lost Political Institutions of Igbo Women," Canadian Journal of African Studies 6 (2):  165- 181 (collab).

Nwando Achebe, 2003, “’And She Became a Man’: King Ahebi Ugbabe in the History of Enugu-Exike, Northern Igboland, 1880-1948,” in Lisa Lindsay and Stephan Miescher eds., Men and Masculinities in Modern Africa, Portsmouth: Heineman, pp. 52-68 (collab).

Recommended:

Flora Edouwaye, ed., 1997, Queens, Queen Mothers, Priestesses, and Power: Case Studies in African Gender, New York: The New York Academy of Sciences.

Holly Hanson, 2002, “Queen Mothers and Good Government in Buganda:  The Loss of Women’s Political Power in Nineteenth-Century East Africa,” in 

Jean Allman, Susan Geiger and Nakanyike Musisi eds., Women in African Colonial Histories, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 219-236.
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Class 4 (Jan. 24): Contesting Gender 

Does gender exist today in Africa? Is it real?

Oyeronke Oyewumi, 1997, The Invention of Women: Making African Sense of Gender Discourse, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, Ch. 2 (collab). 

Igor Kopytoff, 2005, “Women’s Roles and Existential Identities,” in Oyeronke Oyewumi ed., African Gender Studies: A Reader, New York: Palgrave Macmillian, pp. 127-144 (collab).

Recommended: 
Ifi Amadiume, 1987, Male Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex in an African Society, London and New Jersey:  Zed Books, Introduction and Ch. 13.

Oyeronke Oyewumi, 2005, “Visualizing the Body: Western Theories and African Subjects,” in Oyeronke Oyewumi ed., African Gender Studies, pp. 3-22.

Niara Sudarkasa, 1986, The Strength of Our Mothers:  African and African American Women and Families. Essays and Speeches, Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press. 
Class 5 (Jan. 29): African Feminisms 
What is feminism? Can Africans be feminists and can feminism be African?

PRESENTATION
Clenora Hudson-Weems, 1998, “Africana Womanism,” in Obioma Nnaemeka, Sisterhood, Feminisms and Power in Africa: From Africa to the Diaspora, Trenton: Africa World Press, pp. 149-162 (collab).  

Catherine Acholonu, 1995, Motherism: The Afrocentric Alternative to Feminism, Owerri, Nigeria: Afa Publications, pp. 116-130 (collab).
Fatou Sow, 1997, “The Social Sciences in Africa and Gender Analysis,” in Ayesha Imam, Amina Mama and Fatou Sow, Engendering African Social Sciences, Dakar, Senegal: Coderisa, pp. 31-60 (collab).

Elaine Salo and Amina Mama, 2001, “Talking About Feminism in Africa,” Agenda 50: 58-63 (collab).

Recommended: 
“Feminism in the New Millennium,” Agenda, Oct. 9, 2011.
Juliana Makuchi Nfah-Abbenyi, 2005, “Gender, Feminist Theory, and Post-Colonial (Women’s) Writing,” in Oyewumi ed., African Gender Studies, pp. 259-278 (collab).

‘Molara Ogundipe-Leslie, 1994, Re-Creating Ourselves – African Women and Critical Transformation, Trenton: Africa World Press.  

Filomena Chioma Steady, 1997, “African Feminism:  A Worldwide Perspective,” in Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, Sharon Harley and Andrea Benton Rushing eds., Women in Africa and the African Diaspora, Washington, DC: Howard University Press.

*Last Day to Add a Class:  January 28*
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Part II.  Nations and States 

Class 6  (Jan. 31): Gender and State Formation 

How and why did colonialism gender the state in Africa? How do African states create and maintain gender inequalities?

Margot Lovett, 1990, “Gender Relations, Class Formation, and the Colonial State in Africa,” in Jane L. Parpart and Kathleen A. Staudt, eds., Women and the State in Africa, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 23-46 (collab).
Jane L. Parpart, 1990, “Women and the State in Africa,” in The Precarious Balance: State and Society in Africa, Boulder and London: Westview Press, pp. 208-230 (collab).

Linzi Manicom, 1992, “Ruling Relations: Rethinking State and Gender in South African History,” Journal of African History 33 (3): 441-65 (collab).  

Recommended:

Jane L. Parpart and Kathleen A. Staudt, eds., 1990, Women and the State in Africa, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Aili Mari Tripp, 2000, Women and Politics in Uganda, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, Ch. 1.  

Donald Rothchild and Naomi Chazan eds., 1988, The Precarious Balance: State and Society in Africa, Boulder: Westview.

Georgina Waylen, 1996, Gender in Third World Politics, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
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Class 7 (Feb. 5): Gendered Nationalism

How are nations gendered? How and why does this matter in Africa?

PRESENTATION
Anne McClintock, 1995, Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest, New York and London: Routledge, Ch. 10 (collab).

Erin K. Baines, 2003, “Body Politics and the Rwandan Crisis,” Third World Quarterly 24 (3): 479-493 (collab).

*Begin thinking about your first Short Essay topic and how it can serve as the foundation for your final research paper.

Recommended:

Christopher Mullins, 2009, ““We Are Going to Rape You and Taste Tutsi Women”: Rape During the 1994 Rwandan Genocide,” British Journal of Criminology 49: 719 – 735. 

Deborah Gaitskell and Elaine Unterhalter, 1989, “Mothers of the Nation” in Yuval-Davis, Women-Nation-State, New York: St. Martin’s Press, pp. 58-78.

Susan Geiger, 1997, TANU Women: Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955-1965, Portsmouth/Oxford: Heinemann/James Currey. 

Natasha Erlank, 2003, “Gender and Masculinity in South African Nationalist Discourse, 1912-1950,” Feminist Studies 29 (3): 653-671.

Sita Ranchod-Nilsson, 2000, “(Gender) Struggles for the Nation: Power, Agency, and Representation in Zimbabwe,” in Sita Ranchod-Nilsson and Mary Ann Tetreault, eds., Women, States, and Nationalism: At Home in the Nation? London and New York: Routledge, pp.164-180.  
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Class 8 (Feb. 7): Gender and Armed Struggle 

What was the role of African women in national liberation struggles? Why? What were the results?
Tanya Lyons, 2002, “Guerrilla Girls and Women in the Zimbabwean National Liberation Struggle,” in Allman, Geiger and Musisi, pp. 305-326 (collab).

Patricia Campbell, 2005, “Gender and Post-Conflict Civil Society,” International Feminist Journal of Politics, 7 (3): 377-399 (collab). 

*Please consider volunteering to present at the first mock conference next week. Presenters will be posted after the next class.

Recommended:

Film:  “Flame.”

W.O. Maloba, 2007, African Women in Revolution, Asmara: Africa World Press, Inc. Introduction, pp. 1-51.

Marie Jose Arthur, 1998, “Mozambique: Women in the Armed Struggle,” in Patricia McFadden ed., Gender in Southern Africa: A Gendered Perspective, Harare: Sapes Books, pp. 67–82.

Mary Ann Tetreault ed., 1994, Women and Revolution in Africa, Asia, and the New World, Columbia: University of South Carolina Press. 

Richard Edward Lapchick and Stephanie Urdang eds., 1982, Oppression and Resistance: The Struggle of Women in Southern Africa, Westport: Greenwood Press.

Luise White, 1990, “Separating the Men from the Boys: Constructions of Gender, Sexuality and Terrorism in Central Kenya, 1939-1959,” International Journal of African Historical Studies 23 (1): 1-25.

Stephanie Urdang, 1979, Fighting Two Colonialisms: Women in Guinea-Bissau, New York: Monthly Review Press.
Irene Staunton, 1990, Mothers of the Revolution, Harare: Baobab Books.

C.A. Presley, 1992, Kikuyu Women, the Mau Mau Rebellion, and Social Change in Kenya, Boulder: Westview Press. 
Cherryl Walker, 1991, Women and Resistance, Cape Town: David Philips. 

Gisela Geisler, 2004, Women and the Remaking of Politics in Southern Africa:  Negotiating Autonomy, Incorporation, and Representation, Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Ch. 2. 
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Class 9 (Feb. 12): Women in National Liberation Movements

How did women participate in national liberation movements in Africa?

PRESENTATION
Susan Geiger, 1996, “Tanganyikan Nationalism as ‘Women’s Work’: Life Histories, Collective Biography and Changing Historiography,” The Journal of African History 37 (3): 465-478 (collab).

Elizabeth Schmidt, 2002, “’Emancipate Your Husbands!’ Women and Nationalism in Guinea, 1953-1958,” in Jean Allman, Susan Geiger and Nakanyike Musisi eds., Women in African Colonial Histories, Bloomington:  Indiana University Press, pp. 283-304 (collab). 

Presenters for Mock Conference I will be posted after today’s class. 

Recommended: 

Tanya Lyons, 2004, Guns and Guerilla Girls: Women in the Zimbabwean National Liberation Struggle, Trenton: Africa World Press.

Christine Mason, 2001, Gender, Nationalism and Revolution: Reassessing Women’s Relationship with the Eritrean Liberation Front, East Lansing: Michigan State University, Women and International Development.

Shireen Hassim, 2006, “The ANC in Exile: Challenging the Role of Women in National Liberation,” Ch. 3. 

Natasha Erlank, 2003, “Gender and Masculinity in South African Nationalist Discourse, 1912-1950,” Feminist Studies 29 (3): 653-671.

Gisela Geisler, 2004, “Women and the Remaking of Politics in Southern Africa:  Negotiating Autonomy, Incorporation, and Representation, Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Ch. 2. 

Debby Bonin, 2000, “Claiming Spaces, Changing Places: Political Violence and Women’s Protests in KwaZulu-Natal,” Journal of Southern African Studies 26 (June): 301-316. 

Class 10 (Feb. 14): Mock Conference I
Half the class will present their short essay question, tentative claim, and evidence in a 5 minute powerpoint presentation, which will be followed by a 5 minute Q&A from the class. 

Presenters will post a short (5-6 sentence) summary of their ideas on collab by 2pm, Wednesday, Feb. 13. Go to the “Discussion and Private Messages” tab > “Discussion List” > “Mock Conference I.” Ten percent of the essay grade for presenters will be based on the Mock Conference. 

Bonus points will be awarded to the two students with the best questions and feedback to the presenters. 

All students should read the summaries of the panelists on collab before the conference. 
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Class 11 (Feb. 19): Short Essays Due

*First essay due on Collab (go to the Assignments tab) by 3pm today*
Part III. Women’s Activism

Class 12 (Feb. 21): A History of African Women’s Movements

When and why did women’s movements emerge in Africa? What factors shaped their success?

PRESENTATION
Aili Mari Tripp, Isabel Casimiro, Joy Kwesiga and Alice Mungwa, 2008, African Women’s Movements: Changing Political Landscapes, New York: Cambridge University Press: Ch. 1 and 2.

Recommended: 

Heike Becker, 1995, Namibian Women's Movement, 1980 to 1992: From Anti-Colonial Resistance to Reconstruction, Frankfurt: IKO-Verlag für Interkulturelle Kommunikation.

Dan Connell, 1998, “Strategies for Change: Women and Politics in Eritrea and South Africa,” Review of African Political Economy 25 (76): 189–205.

Gislea Geisler, 1987, “Sisters Under the Skin: Women and the Women’s League in Zambia,” Journal of Modern African Studies 25 (1): 43–66
Class 13 (Feb. 26): New Women’s Movements 

When and why have new women’s movements emerged in Africa? What factors have shaped their success?

Aili Mari Tripp, et. al., 2008, African Women’s Movements: Ch. 3 and 4. 

Recommended: 

Shireen Hassim, 2006, Women’s Organizations and Democracy in South Africa: Contesting Authority, University of Wisconsin Press.

Kathleen Fallon, 2008, Democracy and the Rise of Women’s Movements in Sub-Saharan Africa, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Dianne Hubbard and Colette Solomon, 1995, “The Many Faces of Feminism in Namibia,” in Amrita Basu, ed. The Challenge of Local Feminisms: Women’s Movements in Global Perspective, Westview Press.

Wilhelmina Oduoul and Waniku Mukabi Kabira, 1995, “The Mother of Warriors and Her Daughters: The Women’s Movement in Kenya,” in Basu, Women’s Movements.

Hussaina Abdullah, 1995, “Wifeism and Activism: The Nigerian Women’s Movement,” in Basu, Women’s Movements.

Shereen Essof, 2010, “Ramagwana Rakajeka: Opportunities and Challenges of the Zimbabwean Women’s Movement,” in Basu, Women’s Movements in the Global Era.

Filomina Chioma Steady, 2006, Women and Collective Action in Africa, New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Aili Mari Tripp, 2000, Women and Politics in Uganda, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

Jennifer Disney, 2008, Women’s Activism and Feminist Agency in Mozambique and Nicaragua, Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Aili Mari Tripp, 2001, “The New Political Activism in Africa,” Journal of Democracy 12 (3): 141-155

Class 14 (Feb. 28): Women’s Activism and Economic Development: A Case study of the Niger Delta

How and why do African women mobilize against economic development?

PRESENTATION
T. E., Turner and Leigh S. Brownhill, 2004, "Why Women Are at War with Chevron: Nigerian Subsistence Struggles Against the International Oil Industry," Journal of Asian and African Studies 39 (1-2): 63-93 (Collab). 
Temitope Oriola, 2012, “The Delta Creeks, Women’s Engagement and Nigeria’s Oil Insurgency,” British Journal of Criminology 52: 534-555 (Collab). 
Homework film clip: The Video that Shell Does Not Want You to See
If you want to know the outcome of the court decision, look here.
Recommended: 

Jeffrey Tayler, 2006, “Worse than Iraq?” The Atlantic Monthly, April, (brief overview of Nigerian politics and Niger Delta).

Charles Ukeje, 2004, "From Aba to Ugborodo: Gender Identity and Alternative Discourse of Social Protest among Women in the Oil Delta of Nigeria," Oxford Development Studies 32 (4): 605-17
Anugwom, Edlyne Ezenongaya, and Kenechukwu N. Anugwom, 2009, "The Other Side of Civil Society Story: Women, Oil and the Niger Delta Environmental Struggle in Nigeria," GeoJournal 74 (4): 333-46.

Sokari Ekine, 2010, "Women's Responses to State Violence in the Niger Delta." Feminist Africa 10: 67-83. 
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Class 15 (Mar. 5): Women in Parliament 

Do African women in parliament advance women’s rights? When, why, and how?
Aili Mari Tripp, et. al., 2008, African Women’s Movements: Ch. 6.

Shireen Hassim, 2006, “The Virtuous Circle of Representation: Women in African Parliaments,” in Bauer and Britton, pp. 171-185.  
Recommended:

Aili Tripp, Dior Konate and Colleen Lowe-Morna, 2006, “Sub-Saharan Africa:  On the Fast Track to Women’s Political Representation,” in Drude Dahlerup ed., Women, Quotas and Politics, New York: Routledge, pp. 112-137. 

Gretchen Bauer and Hannah E. Britton, eds., 2007, Women in African Parliaments, Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Gretchen Bauer, 2008, “Fifty/Fifty by 2020,” International Feminist Journal of Politics 10 (3): 348-368.

Tiffany Barnes and Stephanie Burchard, forthcoming, “Engendering Politics: The Impact of Descriptive Representation on Women’s Political Engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa,” Comparative Political Studies.

Denise Walsh, 2012 “Party Centralization and Debate Conditions in the South African Parliament,” in Susan Franceschet, Mona Lena Krook, and Jennifer Piscopo, The Impact of Gender Quotas: Women’s Descriptive, Substantive, and Symbolic Representation,” Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Jennie Burnet, 2011, “Women have Found Respect: Gender Quotas, Symbolic Representation, and Female Empowerment in Rwanda,” Politics & Gender 7 (3): 303-334.

Laura Sjoberg, 2010, “Reconstructing Womanhood in Post-conflict Rwanda,” in Robin Chandler, Lihua Want, and Linda Fuller, Women War and Violence: Personal Perspectives and Global Activism Palgrave Macmillan: 165-180.

Sylvia Tamale, 1999, When Hens Begin to Crow: Gender and Parliamentary Politics in Uganda, Boulder: Westview Press. 

Hannah Britton, 2005, Women in the South African Parliament; From Resistance to Governance, Urbana: University of Illinois Press.   

Gisela Geisler, 2004, Women and the Remaking of Politics in Southern Africa:  Negotiating Autonomy, Incorporation, and Representation, Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Ch. 7.

Aili Mari Tripp, 2000, Women and Politics in Uganda, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, Ch 11.
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Class 16 (Mar. 7): State Feminism

Does African state feminism advance women’s rights?

PRESENTATION
Aili Tripp, et. al., 2008, African Women’s Movements: Ch. 7.

Amanda Gouws, 2005, “Shaping Women’s Citizenship: Contesting the Boundaries of State and Discourse,” in Amanda Gouws, (Un)thinking Citizenship: Feminist Debates in Contemporary South Africa, Aldershot and Burlington: Ashgate Press, pp. 71-90.
*Begin thinking about your second Short Essay topic, how it might relate to the first essay, and how it might help you to develop ideas for your final research paper.

Recommended:

Gay Seidman, 2003, “Institutional Dilemmas: Representation Versus Mobilization in the South African Gender Commission,” Feminist Studies 29 (3): 541-563.

Amina Mama, 1998, “Khaki in the Family: Gender Discourses and Militarism in Nigeria," African Studies Review 41 (2): 1-18

Okeke-Ihejirika, Philomina E. and Susan Franceschet, 2002, “Democratization  and State Feminism: Gender Politics in Africa and Latin America,” Development and Change 33 (3): 439-466.   

Kathleen Fallon, Democracy and the Rise of Women’s Movements in Sub-Saharan Africa, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 2008, Ch. 6.

Shireen Hassim, 2006, Women’s Organizations and Democracy in South Africa, Madison: Wisconsin University Press, Ch. 7.

Geisla Geisler, 2004, Women and the Remaking of Politics in Southern Africa:  Negotiating Autonomy, Incorporation, and Representation, Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet.

Jibrin Ibrahim, 2009, “The First Lady Syndrome and the Marginalisation of Women from Power: Opportunities or Compromises for Gender Equality?” Feminist Africa 13: http://www.feministafrica.org/index.php/first-lady-syndrome
*Last Day to Drop a Class With “W”: March 18*

**SPRING BREAK MARCH 9-17**

Class 17 (Mar. 19): Gender and Policy Making
How do African women shape policy outcomes? What advances have they made and why?

Aili Mari Tripp, et. al., 2008, African Women’s Movements: Ch. 5.

Drucilla Scribner and Priscilla Lambert, 2010, “Constitutionalizing Difference: A Caste Study Analysis of Gender Provisions in Botswana and South Africa,” Politics & Gender 6 (1): 37-61 (collab). 

*Begin preparing for Mock Conference II

Recommended:

Anne Marie Goetz and Shireen Hassim, 2003, “Introduction: Women in Power in Uganda and South Africa,” in Anne Marie Goetz and Shireen Hassim, eds., No Shortcuts to Power: African Women in Politics and Policy Making, London and New York/Cape Town: Zed Books/David Philip, pp. 1-28.

Denise Walsh, 2011, Women’s Rights in Democratizing States: Just Debate and Gender Justice in the Public Sphere, Cambridge University Press: Ch. 6.

Sheila Kawamara-Mishambi and Irene Ovonji-Odida, 2003, “The ‘Lost Clause’:  The Campaign to Advance Women’s Property Rights in the Uganda 1998 Land Act,” in Goetz and Hassim, pp. 160-187.  

Sheila Meintjes, 2003, “The Politics of Engagement: Women Transforming the Policy Process—Domestic Violence Legislation in South Africa,” in Goetz and Hassim, pp.140-159.

Melinda Adams and Alice Kang, 2007, “Regional Advocacy Networks and the Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa,” Politics & Gender 3 (4): 451-474 (collab).
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Class 18 (Mar. 21): Gender and Political Parties 

Do African political parties provide women with a path to power? Why or why not?

PRESENTATION
Anne Marie Goetz, 2003, “The Problem with Patronage: Constraints on Women’s Political Effectiveness in Uganda,” in Anne Marie Goetz and Shireen Hassim, eds., No Shortcuts to Power: African Women in Politics and Policy Making, London and New York/Cape Town:  Zed Books/David Philip, pp. 110-139 (collab).
Linda Beck, 2003, “Democratization and the Hidden Public: The Impact of Patronage Networks on Senegalese Women,” Comparative Politics 35(2): 147-169 (collab). 
“Ugandan Parliament Stalls New Marriage Bill”
Recommended:
Denise Walsh, 2011, Women’s Rights in Democratizing States: Just Debate and Gender Justice in the Public Sphere, Cambridge University Press: Ch. 7.

Shireen Hassim, 2003, “Representation, Participation and Democratic Effectiveness: Feminist Challenges to Representative Democracy in South Africa,” in Goetz and Hassim, pp. 81-109. 

Gwendolyn Mikell, 1995, “African Feminism: Towards a New Politics of Representation,” Feminist Studies 21 (2): 405–24.

Gisela Geisler, 1995, “Troubled Sisterhood: Women and Politics in Southern Africa:  Case Studies from Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana,” African Affairs, 94 (377): 465-78.

Natasha Erlank, 2005, “ANC Positions on Gender, 1994-2004,” Politikon 32 (2):  195-215.  

Bessie House-Midamba, 1996, “Gender, Democratization and Associational Life in Kenya,” Africa Today 43 (3):  289-306.

Filomena Steady, 1975, Female Power in African Politics: The National Congress of Sierra Leone Women, Pasadena: Munger Africana Library, California Institute of Technology.

Class 19 (Mar. 26): Mock Conference II
The second half of the class will present their short essay question, tentative claim, and evidence in a 5 minute powerpoint presentation, which will be followed by a 5 minute Q&A from the class. 

Presenters will post a short (5-6 sentence) summary of their ideas on collab by 2 pm, March 25. Go to “Discussion and Private Messages” > “Discussion List” > “Mock Conference II.” Ten percent of the essay grade for presenters will be based on the Mock Conference. 

Bonus points will be awarded to the two students with the best questions and feedback to the presenters. 

All students should read the summaries of the panelists on collab before the conference. 

Class 20 (Mar. 28): CLASS CANCELLED 

*Second essay due on Collab (go to the Assignments tab) by noon today*
[image: image15.jpg]



Part IV. Sex, Violence, and Death

Class 21 (Apr. 2): Homophobia 
Why is homophobia a public policy problem in Africa?

PRESENTATION
Marc Epprecht, 2008, Heterosexual Africa?: The History of an Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS, Athens: Ohio University Press: Ch. 4 (collab).

Thabo Msibi, 2011, “The Lies We Have Been Told: On (Homo)Sexuality in Africa,” Africa Today September 1: 55-76 (collab).
“Brutal Murder of Lesbian Activist Condemned,” Mail & Guardian May 3, 2011.

“Ugandan President Speaks Out Against Persecution of Gays,” RTT News December 17, 2012.

Recommended: 

Sylvia Tamale, 2007, “Out of the Closet: Unveiling Sexuality Discourses in Uganda,” in Catherine M. Cole, Takyiwaa Manuh, Stephan Miescher, eds., Africa After Gender? Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 17-29.

Natalie Oswin, 2007, “'Producing Homonormativity in Neoliberal South Africa: Recognition, Redistribution, and the Equality Project,’” Signs 32 (3): 649-669.

Ashley Currier, 2010, “Political Homophobia in Postcolonial Namibia,” Gender & Society 24 (1): 1110-129.

Sylvia Tamale, ed., 2011, African Sexualities: A Reader, Pambazuka Press. 

Daniel Moshenberg, ed., 2009, Sexual and Gender-based Violence in Africa, ACAS Bulletin 83.

Marc Epprecht, 2004, Hungochani: The History of a Dissident Sexuality in Southern Africa, Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, ch. 5, 6 and 7.

M. Alamo, 1999, "How Homosexuality Became 'Un-African': The Case of Zimbabwe," in Evelyn Blackwood and Saskia Wieringa eds. Female Desires: Same-Sex Relations and Transgender Practices Across Cultures, New York: Columbia University Press: 255-276. 

Robert Lorway, 2006, “Dispelling ‘heterosexual African AIDS’ in Namibia; Same-Sex Sexuality in the Township of Katutura,” Culture, Health & Sexuality 8 (5): 435-449.

Jeff Sharlett, 2010, “Straight Man’s Burden: The American Roots of Uganda’s Anti-Gay Persecutions,” Harper’s Magazine, September: 36-48.

Marc Epprecht, 2010, “The Making of African Sexuality: Early Sources, Current Debates,” History Compass 8 (8): 768-779.

Niels Teunis, 2001, “Same-Sex Sexuality in Africa: A Case Study from Senegal,” AIDS and Behavior 5(2): 173-182.

Mark Epprecht, 2006, “’Bisexuality’ and the Politics of Normal in African Ethnography,” Anthropologica 48 (2): 187-201.

Neville Wallace Hoad, 2007, African Intimacies: Race, Homosexuality, and Globalization, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Tabona Shoko, 2010, “’Worse than Dogs and Pigs?’ Attitudes Toward Homosexual Practice in Zimbabwe,” Journal of Homosexuality 57 (5): 634-639.

Jamiil Ddamulira Mujuzi, 2009, “The Absolute Prohibition of Same-Sex Marriages in Uganda,” International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family 23 (March): 277-288.

Will Roscoe and Stephen O. Murray, 2001, Boy-Wives and Female Husbands:  Studies of African Homosexualities, Palgrave Macmillan.
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Class 22 (Apr. 4): Gender and HIV/AIDS 
How is HIV/AIDS raced, gendered, and sexed in Africa, and what are the results?

Mark Hunter, 2007, “The Changing Political Economy of Sex in South Africa: The Significance of Unemployment and Inequalities to the Scale of the AIDS Pandemic,” Social Science & Medicine 64: 689-700 (collab).

Ellen Stillwaggon, 2006, “Racial Metaphors:  Interpreting Sex and AIDS in Africa” in AIDS and the Ecology of Poverty, Oxford University Press: Ch.7 

Film clip:  Women’s Health in South Africa
Recommended:
Mark Hunter, 2010, Love in the Time of AIDS: Inequality, Gender, and Rights in South Africa, University of Indiana Press. 

Margrethe Silberschmidt, 2004, “Masculinities, Sexuality and Socio-Economic Change in Rural and Urban East Africa,” in Re-Thinking Sexualities, pp. 233-248.

Caroline Faria, 2008, “Privileging Prevention, Gendering Responsibility: An Analysis of the Ghanaian Campaign Against HIV/AIDS,” Social & Cultural Geography 9 (1): 41-73.
Fraser G. McNeill, 2009, “’Condoms Cause AIDS’: Poison, Prevention and Denial in Venda, South Africa,” African Affairs 108 (432): 353-370. 

Susan Craddock, Joseph R. Oppong, and Jayati Ghosh, eds., 2004, HIV and AIDS in Africa: Beyond Epidemiology, Blackwell Publishing. 

Colleen O'Manique, 2004, Neoliberalism and AIDS crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa: Globalization's Pandemic, New York: Palgrave. 

Catherine Albertyn, 2003, “Contesting Democracy:  HIV/AIDS and the Achievement of Gender Equality in South Africa,” Feminist Studies 29 (3): 595-615.   

Janet Bujra, 2000, "Targeting Men for Change: AIDS Discourse and Activism in Africa," Agenda 44: 6-23. 

Stephanie Urdang, 2006, “The Care Economy:  Gender and the Silent AIDS Crisis in Southern Africa,” Journal of Southern African Studies 32 (1): 165-178.

Anneke Meerkotter, 2004, “The Impact of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic on Women’s Citizenship in South Africa,” in Gouws, pp. 157-174
Stella Babalola and Pearl Nwashili, 2005, “Poverty, Adolescent Sexuality, and the Shadow of AIDS:  A Study of Female Motor Park Workers in Lagos, Nigeria,” in Nnaemeka, pp.157-178. 

Anthony Simpson, 2005, “Sons and Fathers/Boys to Men in the Time of AIDS: Learning Masculinity in Zambia,”Journal of Southern African Studies 31 (3): 569-586.

Katarina Jungar and Elina Oinas, 2004, “Preventing HIV? Medical Discourses and Invisible Women,” in Re-Thinking Sexualities, pp. 97-114.
Carolyn Baylies and Janet Bujra, 2000, AIDS, Sexuality, and Gender in Africa: Collective Strategies and Struggles in Tanzania and Zambia, New York: Routledge.
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Class 23 (Apr. 9): Gender-based Violence and War

Why are war and security all about sex?
PRESENTATION
Chris Coulter, 2008, “Female Fighters in the Sierra Leone War: Challenging the Assumptions?” Feminist Review 88: 54–73 (collab). 
Megan Mackenzie, 2010, “Securitizing Sex? Towards a Theory of the Utility of Wartime Sexual Violence,” International Feminist Journal of Politics 12 (2): 202-221 (collab).

Recommended:

Mackenzie, Megan. "Securitization and Desecuritization: Female Soldiers and the Reconstruction of Women in Post-Conflict Sierra Leone." Security Studies 18, no. 2 (April 2009): 241-261.

Myriam Denov and Christine Gervais, 2007, “Negotiating (In)Security: Agency, Resistance, and Resourcefulness among Girls Formerly Associated with Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 32 (4): 885-910. 
Judy El-Bushra and Ibrahim M. G. Sahl, 2005, Cycles of Violence: Gender Relations and Armed Conflict, Nairobi: Accord. 

Awa Mohamde Abdi, 2006, “Refugees, Gender-based Violence and Resistance: A Case Study of Somali Refugee Women in Kenya,” in Evangelia Tastsoglou and Alexandra Z. Dobrowolsky, eds., Women, Migration, and Citizenship: Making Local, National, and Transnational Connections, Ashgate Publishing, pp. 231-252 (collab).

Chris Dolan, 2003, “Collapsing Masculinities and Weak States—a Case Study of Northern Uganda,” in Frances Cleaver, Masculinities Matter!: Men, Gender, and Development, London: Zed Books, pp. 57-83 (collab). 

Rogaia Mustafa Abusharaf, 2009, Transforming Displaced Women in Sudan: Politics and the Body in a Squatter Settlement, University of Chicago Press. 

Kelly Dawn Askin, 2006, “Prosecuting Gender Crimes Committed in Darfur:  Holding Leaders Accountable for Sexual Violence,” in Samuel Totten and Eric Markusen eds., Genocide in Darfur: Investigating the Atrocities in the Sudan, Routledge. 

Meredith Turshen, 2001, “The Political Economy of Rape: An Analysis of Systematic Rape and Sexual Abuse of Women during Armed Conflict in Africa,” in Caroline O.N. Moser and Fiona C. Clark, eds., Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? Gender, Armed Conflict and Political Violence, pp. 55-68.

Judy El-Bushra and Ibrahim M. G. Sahl, 2005, Cycles of Violence: Gender Relations and Armed Conflict, Accord. 
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Class 24 (Apr. 11): Gender and Peacemaking 
How do women in Africa promote peace and how is gender part of peacemaking?
Aili Mari Tripp et. al., 2009, African Women’s Movements: Ch. 8.
Jennifer Pollock, 2007, “(En)Gendering Peace: Female Agency, Civil Society and Peacebuilding in Liberia,” Undercurrent March 1: (collab).
In-class film clip: Pray the Devil Back to Hell
Recommended:

Film: “Forgiveness”  

Adibeli Nduka-Agwu, 2009, “”Doing Gender’ After the War: Dealing with Gender Mainstreaming and Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in UN Peace Support Operations in Liberia and Sierra Leone,” Civil Wars 11 (2): 179-199.

Heidi Hudson, 2009, “Peacebuilding Through a Gender Lens and the Challenges of Implementation in Rwanda and Cote d’Ivoire,” Security Studies 18: 287-318.

Mary H. Moran and M. Anne Pitcher, 2004, “The ‘Basket Case’ and the ‘Poster Child’: Explaining the End of Civil Conflicts in Liberia and in Mozambique,” Third World Quarterly 25(3): 501-519.

Ruth Jacobson, 2005, “Gender, War, and Peace in Mozambique and Angola: Advances and Absences,” in Dyan E. Mazurana, Angela Raven-Roberts, and Jane L. Parpart, eds., Gender, Conflict, and Peacekeeping, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., Ch. 6, pp. 134-149.

Kelly Dawn Askin, 2006, “Prosecuting Gender Crimes Committed in Darfur:  Holding Leaders Accountable for Sexual Violence,” in Samuel Totten and Eric Markusen eds., Genocide in Darfur: Investigating the Atrocities in the Sudan, Routledge. 

Caroline O.N. Moser and Fiona C. Clark, eds., Victims, Perpetrators or Actors? Gender, Armed Conflict and Political Violence.
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Class 25 (Apr. 16): Gender Identity in Crisis
Why does gender transformation generate crises? Who benefits, who pays, and why? 

PRESENTATION
Elaine Salo, 2003, "Negotiating Gender and Personhood in the New South Africa: Adolescent Women and Gangsters on the Cape Flats," European Journal of Cultural Studies 6 (3): 345-365 (collab). 

Liz Walker, 2005, “Men Behaving Differently: South African Men Since 1994,” Culture, Health & Sexuality 7 (3): 225-238 (collab).
Recommended:

Dorothy Hodgson and Sheryl McCurdy eds., 2001,“Wicked” Women and the Reconfiguration of Gender in Africa. Portsmouth: Heinemann/Oxford: James Currey.

Robert Wyrod, 2008, “Between’s Women’s Rights and Men’s Authority: Masculinity and Shifting Discourses of Gender Difference in Urban Uganda,” Gender & Society 22: 799- 823.
Liv Haram, 2004, “’Prostitutes’ or Modern Women? Negotiating Respectability in Northern Tanzania,” in Re-thinking Sexualities, pp. 173-194.
Anne Kelk Mager, 2010, Beer, Sociability, and Masculinity in South Africa, Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Tamara Shefer, Kopano Ratele, Anna Strebel, Nokuthla Shabalala and Rosemarie Buikema, 2007, From Boys to Men: Social Constructions of Masculinity in Contemporary Society, Cape Town: University of Cape Town Press.

Diana Gibson and Anita Hardon, eds. 2005. Rethinking Masculinities, Violence and AIDS, Amsterdam: Transaction Publishers.

Andrea Cornwall, 2002, “Spending Power: Love, Money, and the Reconfiguration of Gender Relations in Ado-Odo, Southwestern Nigeria,” American Ethnologist 59 (4): 963-980.
Lahuoucine Ouzgane and Robert Morrell eds., 2005, African Masculinities: Men in Africa from the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present, New York: Palgrave.  

Dorothy L. Hodgson, 1999, “’Once Intrepid Warriors’: Modernity and the Production of Maasai Masculinities,” Ethnology, 38 (2): 212-50.

Writing partners assigned. Students who presented in Mock Conference II will present in Mock Conference III.   
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Class 26 (Apr. 18): Research Paper Question and Claim

Bring a copy of your question and tentative claim for your research paper (4 sentences maximum), and a list of 5 outside sources relevant to your question in proper bibliographic style. 

The instructor must approve your question, tentative claim, and bibliography before the end of class.

For help with developing your question see: Brooke Ackerly and Jacqui True, 2010, Doing Feminist Research in Political Science and Social Science, Ch. 4. Check out cartoons and videos that can help you make a claim here, here, and here. For additional information on research paper research see the Writing Tips folder on Collab.

Class 27 (Apr. 23): Mock Conference III

The first half the class will present their research paper question, tentative claim, evidence, and bibliography to the class in a 5 minute powerpoint presentation, which will be followed by a 5 minute Q&A from the class. 

Presenters will post a short (5-6 sentence) summary of their question, tentative claim, and evidence on Collab by 2pm, April 22. Go to “Discussion and Private Messages” > “Discussion List” > “Mock Conference III.” 

For help with proving your good ideas see these videos on: evidence, explaining your evidence, citing your evidence, and what counts as evidence.

Bonus points on the research paper will be awarded to the two students with the best questions and feedback to the presenters. 

All students should read the summaries of the panelists on Collab before the conference. 
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Class 28 (April 25): Mock Conference IV
The second half the class will present their research paper question, tentative claim, evidence, and bibliography to the class in a 5 minute powerpoint presentation, which will be followed by a 5 minute Q&A from the class. 

Presenters will post a short (5-6 sentence) summary of their question, tentative claim and evidence on collab by 2pm, April 24. Go to “Discussion and Private Messages” > “Discussion List” > “Mock Conference IV.” 

Bonus points on the research paper will be awarded to the two students with the best questions and feedback to the presenters. 

All students should read the summaries of the panelists on Collab before the conference. 
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Class 29 (April 30):  Research Paper Wrap Up
Overflow presentations from the previous sessions will be concluded today. 

Class writing exercise and end of semester celebration.

May 10: *RESEARCH PAPERS DUE * by 12 noon, as an attached file on collab

Go here to see how to do an outline, and browse this site for additional research paper writing tips. Click here for a standard approach on how to make an outline for a research paper. 

Writing is thinking, and papers require several drafts. For general suggestions on how to revise your research paper see “Rewriting or Revising.”

For 2 bonus points on the final research paper, make comments on a draft of your writing partner’s research paper, then copy and paste these comments into the text box for the Research Paper assignment on Collab. 
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